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E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: EWWT, EAIR 

SUBJECT: OMEGA NAVIGATION SYSTEM 

1 . IN DECEMBER 1976 THE DEPARTMENT AUTHORIZED THE US 
COAST GUARD TO CONCLUDE A SERIES OF AGREEMENTS WITH 
FOREIGN AGENCIES FOR THE PURPOSE OF OPERATING MONITORING 
STATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE OMEGA NAVIGATION SYSTEM. 
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THE OMEGA SYSTEM IS A SHORE-BASED ELECTRONIC AID TO 
NAVIGATION THAT USES MEASURED SIGNAL PHASE DIFFERENCES 
FROM PAIRS OF TRANSMITTING STATIONS FOR FIXING POSITION OF 
VESSELS. EIGHT VERY LOW FREQUENCY (VLF) TRANSMITTERS 
ARE IN OPERATION, TWO OF WHICH ARE LOCATED IN THE US AND 
ONE IS LOCATED IN LIBERIA. UPON COMPLETION, THE OMEGA 
SYSTEM WILL ALSO INCLUDE A WORLDWIDE NETWORK OF SOME 60 
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MONITORING STATIONS FOR COLLECTING OMEGA SYSTEM DATA FOR 
CORRECTING PROPAGATION OF THE VLF SIGNAL FROM THE 
TRANSMITTERS. 

2. ON BASIS OF PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS, ADDRESSEE COUN- 
TRIES HAVE BEEN SELECTED BY COAST GUARD AS BEST LOCATIONS 
FOR THE REQUIRED MONITORING STATIONS IN AFRICA. PROPOSED 
SITE LOCATIONS WOULD BE IN CAPITAL CITIES IN ALL CASES 
EXCEPT KENYA, WHERE MOMBASA IS PROPOSED AS SITE LOCATION. 

3. HOST AGENCIES CAN BE EITHER GOVERNMENTAL OR NON-GOVERN- 
MENTAL, LOCAL UNIVERSITIES, LABORATORIES, OBSERVATORIES OR 
TECHNICAL TRAINING FACILITIES ARE EXAMPLES OF NON-GOVERN- 
MENTAL AGENCIES THAT WOULD APPEAR TO BE ABLE TO PROVIDE 
ACCEPTABLE SITES. IN ADDITION TO THE TECHNICAL AND 
SCIENTIFIC EXCHANGES THE ACCEPTANCE OF A SITE WOULD DEMON- 
STRATE HOST COUNTRIES' PARTICIPATION AND CONTRIBUTION TO 
THIS WORLD-WIDE AIR/SEA NAVIGATION SYSTEM. 

4. WHILE SUBJECT TO NEGOTIATION, THE AGREEMENT WHICH THE 
COAST GUARD WISHES TO ENTER INTO ENVISAGES THAT THE COAST 
GUARD WOULD PROVIDE ALL THE EQUIPMENT (A PORTABLE, SOLID 
STATE MONITOR AND ACCESSORIES) AND SPARE PARTS, ASSISTANCE 
IN INSTALLING THE MONITOR AND ANY MAJOR REPAIRS. (THE 
COAST GUARD WOULD RETAIN TITLE TO THE EQUIPMENT.) THE HOST 
AGENCY WOULD PROVIDE A MONITOR STATION LOCATION, ELECTRIC 
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POWER, AND PERSONNEL TO OPERATE THE EQUIPMENT AND PERFORM 
ROUTINE SERVICING. 

5. THE HOST AGENCY WOULD AGREE TO PROCESS THE DATA RE- 
CEIVED AT THE MONITOR STATIONS AND PERIODICALLY FORWARD 
THE ORIGINAL RECORDINGS TO THE COAST GUARD. THERE WOULD 
BE NO RESTRICTION ON THE USE OR DISSEMINATION OF THE BASIC 
DATA COLLECTED BY THOSE AGENCIES. 

6. DEPARTMENT WILL POUCH ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PACKAGE 
ON OMEGA INCLUDING SAMPLE AGREEMENT. 

7. UPON REVIEW OF MATERIAL BEING POUCHED REQUEST 
EMBASSY'S COMMENTS AS TO SUITABLE HOST, LIKELY REACTION 
OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT TO PROPOSED AGREEMENT AND BEST 
METHOD OF INITIATING DISCUSSIONS WITH APPROPRIATE AGENCY. 
VANCE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: NAVIGATIONAL AIDS, MONITORING FACILITIES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 26 jun 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE1 62044 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: LTCOL WRCARROLLPCS 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780265-0865 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978061 9/aaaaaqot. tel 

Line Count: 1 1 1 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: c400ee7f-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2204408 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: OMEGA NAVIGATION SYSTEM 
TAGS: EWWT, EAIR 

To: KHARTOUM KINSHASA MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/c400ee7f-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



